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History 6000:  Graduate Research Seminar for History Students 

Spring 2017 Tuesday, 4:30- 6:25pm 

White Hall B02 

Instructor:  Professor Sandra E. Greene    Office: 450 McGraw Hall 

Email:  Seg6@cornell.edu     Office Hours:  R: 2-4pm 

Course Description: 

History 6000 is designed as an intensive writing seminar that provides graduate students with the time, support, a 

n structure in order to enable them to produce a substantial research paper (a paper that is potentially publishable 

as a journal article or dissertation chapter) Students may use the course to revise an already written paper, or draft 

an entirely new paper.  If you plan to revise an already written paper, you should turn in a copy of that first paper 

at the beginning of the semester. 

Learning objectives and goals:   

1. Make an original and substantial contribution to the discipline, producing publishable scholarship. 

2. Demonstrate through your writing your in-depth knowledge of one major historical 

concentration/subfield. 

3. Communicate your research findings effectively in written and in spoken presentations. 

4. Uphold professional and ethical standards in the discipline.  In this course, you will practice how to 

organize a research project into its component parts, how to provide constructive and critical 

feedback to your colleagues, and how to meet deadlines. 

Course Requirements: 

1. Students signing up for History 6000 should arrange to work  closely with a professor who has 

expertise in the field in which they are writing a paper, preferably with a field member who is on the 

student’s special committee. The final grade will be determined in consultation with this other 

professor.  Enrolling in this course fulfills one graduate seminar requirement in the field of history. 

 

2. After the first organizational meeting,  we will discuss and analyze an award-winning  article (to be 

distributed via email) in terms of the elements you should consider when structuring your own 

research paper: 

 

a. What is the research question and/or thesis at the heart of this article? 

b. How has this specific research question been made manageable for discussion yet connected 

to larger questions and issues? 

c. What sources does the author use (primary and secondary)? 

d. How is the article organized? 

e. How does the author build his or her argument? 

f. How does the author engage historiographical with other authors? 

g. What is the quality of the writing, the introduction and the conclusion? 

 

3. Attendance:  you are required to attend each class meeting and inform me if you are ill or unable to 

attend.  This seminar depends on your contributions, so please speak to me if anything makes you 

unable to attend or fully participate.   
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4. Oral Presentation:  You are required to present two 10-15 minutes outlines of your research paper, 

outlining your main argument, explaining your sources and evidence, and giving the audience a sense 

of how your work will engage the existing scholarship. 

 

5. Providing feedback:  You are going to be asked to offer feedback to your colleagues in order to help 

them improve their arguments, their written presentations, and their use  of historical evidence.  You 

are required to read your colleagues’ rough drafts and outlines.  Please provide feedback in a 

constructive spirit that enables them to do well. Expect others to do the same. 

 

6. Deadlines: The course is dependent on you meeting small and large deadlines. The major deadline is 

the final paper, which is due …… there are other deadlines, such as doing two oral presentations, 

providing written feedback to your colleagues, handing in rough drafts,  and revising your work in 

response  to your interlocutors.   

 

Please take a look at your semester calendar now and plot out the deadlines for this course 

Coordinate the deadlines for this course with the deadlines for your other courses so you can 

effectively manage your time and the required coursework. 

 

Below are all due dates:  

 

February 10:    Submit Preliminary paper proposal (2-5 pages)   

February 17:   Distribute revised proposal (maximum 15 pages) 

February 21:  Oral presentations 

February 28:   Oral presentations 

March 10:    Submit paper outline and a short fragment of your paper (5-8pp) 

April 8:   Submit longer draft (10-20 pages) 

April 14:   Rough draft of complete paper 

April 17:   Turn in written editorial comments on the papers assigned to you 

April 21:   Turn in editorial comments on the papers assigned to you 

April 28:   Turn in editorial comments on the papers assigned to you 

May 17:   FINAL PAPERS ARE DUE WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 

 

Useful reference guides for history writing: ON RESERVE IN URIS LIBRARY 

 

Rampolla, Mary Lynn. A Picket Guide to Writing in History, 6th edition, New York, Boston:  Bedford/St. 

Martin’s Press, 2015). 

Presness, Jenny L.  The Information-Literate Historian: a guide to research for history students 

(Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2007). 

Storey, William Kelleher. Writing History: A guide for students. 3rd edition (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2009). 

Course notices: 

 

In this course, we observe University policies pertaining to racial and ethnic discrimination, sexual 

harassment, assistance available to the handicapped, visually and/or hearing impaired students, the 

observance of religious holidays, and plagiarism. All students are advised to become familiar with the 

respective University regulations and are encouraged to bring any questions or concerns to my 

attention. 
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Please make sure you understand the university’s codes on plagiarism. A copy of the code of 

academic integrity is available on the Cornell website at:  

http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/Academic/AIC.html 

 

Schedule of Meeting and Deadlines: 

Week I: 

Tues. January 31:  Organizational meeting 

 

Week 2: 

Tues. February 7:  Discuss pre-distributed article; discuss individual note-taking strategies, 

bibliographical citations and information management; how you make an 

argument; what constitutes a “contribution” to your particular field. 

 

  Fri. February 10:  DUE (Distribute the following to the class for discussion on Tuesday, February 

14):  

1. Preliminary paper proposal (2-5 pages) with prioritized bibliography; 

 2. Be prepared to answer the following questions: 

 What is the argument of your paper? 

 What question will you try to answer in this paper? 

 What are the primary sources or evidence for making your claims? 

 What are the historiographical claims/questions with which this paper 

engages? 

NOTE:  The entries in the bibliography should be listed in the order in which you 

ideally plan to look at them. You might wish to add a note explaining why you 

have ordered the items the way you have. 

Week 3: 

Tues. February 14:  Discuss proposals and preliminary bibliographies 

  

Fri, February 17: DUE  

1. Distribute the following to the class (maximum 15 pages): 

a. Revised proposal  

b. An excerpt from an important primary source used in the paper (translated 

if necessary) 

2. Prepare  a 3-5 minute presentation in which you: 

a. Outline what you issues you expect to face in terms of your research and 

interpretation; 

b. Request help from your fellow seminar participants on how you might 

address these issues. 

Week 4:  

Tues. February 21: 4-5 Project Presentations (see instructions for Fri., Feb. 17) 

DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE CLASS, WE WILL HAVE FOUR PRESENTATIONS 

Week 5:  

Tues: February 28: 4-5 Project Presentations (see instructions for Fri., Feb. 17) 

http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/Academic/AIC.html
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 DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE CLASS, WE WILL THE REMAINING PRESENTATIONS OR 

CLASS WILL BE CANCELLED. 

Week 6:   

Tues. March 7:  NO CLASS TODAY; but you may meet with me at office hours to discuss your 

plans. 

 Fri., March 10, DUE: 

1. Submit outline of your paper;  

2. Submit a short fragment of your paper (5-8 pages) and indicate where this 

fragment fits into the paper.  

3. Send editorial comments to each other 

Week 7:  

Tues, March 14: General Discussion on issues encountered in your work so far, including how to 

know it if is necessary to revise the original proposal. 

Week 8:  

Tues, March 21:  NO CLASS TODAY.  You are welcome to arrange to meet me at office hours if 

needed to discuss your plans.  

PLAN ON FINISHING YOUR RESEARCH BY THIS DATE AND ACCEPT THAT YOU WILL NEED TO 

WORK WITH WHAT YOU HAVE. 

Week 9: 

Tues, March 28: NO CLASS TODAY.  You are welcome to arrange to meet me at office hours if 

needed to discuss your plans.  

SPRING BREAK- NO CLASS ON TUESDAY, APRIL 4 

DUE: Friday, April 7: Submit longer draft (10-20 pages) to professor which can include the 

shorter fragment submitted earlier. 

Week 10:  

 Tues., April 11: NO CLASS TODAY 

  Fri, April 14: DUE:  ROUGH DRAFT OF COMPLETE PAPER DUE. This should include: 

a. Complete draft with introduction, conclusion and citations. 

NOTE:  You will receive electronically copies of all others students’ drafts. By each of the 

following Tuesdays, you will need to read the papers of the students presenting that 

week. You will also have a certain number of papers assigned specifically to you 

depending on class size, and you will be asked to provide written editorial comments. 

Mon., April 17:  

Turn in written editorial comments on the papers assigned to you that will be discussed 

on Tues., April 18. 

Week 11:   
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Tues., April 18: Class presentations and discussion of drafts (3 students). Everyone will have read 

the drafts of the students presenting. 

Fri., April 21: Turn in editorial comments on the papers assigned to you that will be discussed on 

April 25. 

Week 12:   

Tues., April 25:  Class presentations and discussion of drafts (3 students). Everyone will have read 

the drafts of the students presenting. 

Fri., April 28: Turn in editorial comments on the papers assigned to you that will be discussed on 

Tues., May 2. 

Week 13:  

Tues. May 2: Class presentations and discussion of drafts (3 students). Everyone will have read 

the drafts of the students presenting. 

Week 14: 

Tuesday, May 9: NO CLASS TODAY: 

Fri., May 12: Turn in a revision plan for your final draft that incorporates and responds to your 

classmates’ comments.  As you prepare to do this, make sure to consult with your faculty advisor 

and me. 

Week 15:  NO FORMAL CLASS- INSTEAD WE WILL ARRANGE A MEETING TIME TO ENJOY SOME FOOD AND 

TALK ABOUT REMAINING CONCERNS ABOUT YOUR PAPERS. 

FINAL PAPERS ARE DUE WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


